
Scripture Reference:
(NLT) New Living Translation

See this orange seed and fruit tree?
GOD RAISING OUR WILL TO HIS
And because of his glory and excellence, he has given us great and precious promises. 
These are the promises that enable you to share his divine nature and escape the world’s 
corruption caused by human desires. In view of all this, make every effort to respond to 
God’s promises. Supplement your faith with a generous provision of moral excellence, and 
moral excellence with knowledge, and knowledge with self-control, and self-control with 
patient endurance, and patient endurance with godliness, and godliness with brotherly 
affection, and brotherly affection with love for everyone. The more you grow like this, the 
more productive and useful you will be in your knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. But 
those who fail to develop in this way are shortsighted or blind, forgetting that they have 
been cleansed from their old sins.
 2 Peter 1:4-9 (NLT)

1. Peter is reminding us of God’s powerful PROMISES.
     2 Peter 1:3-4

2.   He is warning us not to PARK 
(stay stuck in the status quo).

     2 Peter 1:5a

3. Peter urges us to PROGRESS in these areas:
     2 Peter 1:6-9
     • Moral excellence (courage to do the right thing)
     • Knowledge
     • Self-control (physical passions)
     • Patience (holding up with hope under trial)
     • Godliness (good works)
     • Brotherly affection (for other Jesus followers)
     • Love (compassion for all mankind)

Which one of these seven areas of GROWTH do you need for God to raise you
to His will?
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This week’s announcements…
THE WELL ON WEDNESDAYS • WOW, Hope’s Wednesday night program, is for those 
who want to dig deeper in their Christian studies, grow in their faith or take their 
leadership skills to the next level. The Well Winter semester continues both in person 
and online this Wednesday, January 20. Visit HopeChurchMemphis.com/wow for class 
descriptions, registration and more information.

WOMEN’S GROUPS • Sometimes real life brings real disappointment, doesn’t it? 
You’ve felt it. You may be feeling it right now as the challenges of life pile up. We might 
find ourselves wanting to quit. Discouragement is real. But, so is God’s presence! 
Join the Women of Hope on a journey through the book of Haggai and together we 
can Take Courage in HIM. Women’s Winter Groups begin Monday, January 25 and 
Wednesday, January 27. Visit HopeChurchMemphis.com/Women for registration and 
more information.
FAMILY MOVIE NIGHT • Hope 4 Kids invites you and your family to another great 
Family Movie Night on Friday, February 12, for the showing of The Croods: A New Age 
(rated PG). The showing of the movie is free and everyone’s invited. Doors to the 
Sanctuary will open at 6:00 pm with cartoons and the movie will begin at 6:30 pm. 
Registration is required. Visit HopeChurchMemphis.com/Kids for more details and 
registration.

HOPE SHOPPE CURBSIDE & HOME DELIVERY • On January 27, The Hope Shoppe 
will begin offering home delivery in addition to our Tuesday and Thursday on-campus 
curbside service. Visit HopeChurchMemphis.com/Hope-Shoppe to see the menus and 
all the ways to get good food on your table!

GREEN CHAIR CONVERSATIONS • Join Hope’s Digital Pastor, Rev. Jessica Morris, 
every Thursday at 8:00 am for Green Chair Conversations! It is an open, honest, 
authentic space for us to dialog together on life through the lens of faith. It’s a 
space to listen and grow, be encouraged and maybe even challenged, as we navigate 
life together. You can join in on Facebook, YouTube, HopeChurchMemphis.com 
or wherever you get your podcasts.

COMMUNION • Together as one Hope family, we’ll reflect on the power and glory of 
the cross as we pause for a time of communion, January 30 & 31, during all weekend 
worship hours.
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Today’s Worship Songs:
Raise A Hallelujah | Thank You Lord | It Is Well With My Soul | The Blessing

Hope's mission is to engage our un-churched neighbors 
of every age and ethnicity to experience Jesus.



NOTE: With many groups meeting on Zoom (or a similar platform), the flow of 
conversation can be tough. If it helps your groups, I’ve added a Z at the beginning of 
certain questions that I think will best summarize the sermon and create conversation for 
your group.

            GET TO KNOW YOUR GROUP: Are you a “green thumb?” What is your 
experience as a gardener? 

          INITIAL THOUGHTS: This weekend, Pastor Rufus Smith preached “Plant 
Life & Spiritual Life” in part one of the series, G.R.O.W.T.H. After hearing the 
sermon, what was your main takeaway?

          NEW SERIES—G.R.O.W.T.H.: What is one thing you would really like to 
learn about God and about yourself when it comes to spiritual growth over 
the course of this series?

          THE BIG QUESTION THIS WEEK: What does the Bible teach about plant 
life as it relates to spiritual growth?

SERMON BASED DISCUSSIONS

Z

Z

KEY PASSAGE AND CONTEXT: Pastor Rufus preached from 2 Peter 1:3-9 this 
weekend. Here are a few notes on 2 Peter from An Introduction to the New 
Testament by D.A. Carson and Douglas J. Moo, “Peter frames his second letter 
with references to grace and knowledge: (1:2) ‘May grace and peace be 
multiplied to you in the knowledge of God and of Jesus our Lord.’ and (3:18a) 
‘But grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.’” 
In listing the theological contributions of 2 Peter, they conclude, “Peter’s third 
signal contribution is to highlight the importance of ‘memory’ in the Christian 
life. Peter claims that he wrote both of his letters ‘...to stimulate your wholesome 
thinking and refresh your memory (NLT).’” We can see those themes clearly 
through today’s sermon. 

PETER IS REMINDING US OF GOD’S POWERFUL PROMISES: Read 2 Peter 
1:3-4. These verses are slightly technical, so read slowly and reread if necessary. 
Consider these questions, (1) What did God do for us? (2) What does that mean 
for us? (Continue these thoughts into the next question) 
  FURTHER: Do you feel like you have everything you need to be useful to 

God? Is there anything you are lacking?

PETER IS WARNING US NOT TO PARK (STAY STUCK IN THE STATUS 
QUO): Read 2 Peter 1:5a. What is Peter calling believers to do? What 
statement does Peter make about faith? 
 FURTHER: Do you feel stuck in your faith life?

Z
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           PETER URGES US TO PROGRESS IN THESE AREAS: Paul says to 
“Supplement your faith with...” (1) Moral Excellence [virtue, goodness], (2) 
Knowledge, (3) Self-Control, (4) Patience [steadfastness, endurance], (5) 
Godliness, (6) Brotherly Affection, and (7) Love. Do you see these seven 
qualities active and growing in yourself? Take a moment to do a little self 
assessment. In which of these do you currently feel strong and steady? In 
which of these do you feel shaky? What is a good plan of action for you? 
  FURTHER: As you consider your spiritual growth, know that these seven 

qualities should be inspected constantly and in all areas of  
your life.

Get Social with Hope!
@Hope4Memphis
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          WHEN ENGAGING OUR UNCHURCHED NEIGHBORS: Sometimes it 
is difficult for Christians to walk alongside someone who is brand new in 
the faith. When considering this growth series, examine yourself with the 
following questions, (1) Are you in a situation conducive for growth? Why 
or why not? (2) Do you consider yourself as a person who could help others 
grow? On what grounds did you make that assessment about yourself? (3) 
What does a seed need for growth? What part do you play in cultivating that 
environment in the lives of your unchurched family and friends?  
  FURTHER: What is a growth-related Bible passage that you’d feel 

comfortable sharing with an unchurched friend? 

MEMORY VERSE (NLT): 2 Peter 1:8–9 NLT, “The more you ____ like this, the 
more productive and useful you will be in your knowledge of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. But those who ____ to _______ in this way are shortsighted or blind, 
forgetting that they have been cleansed from their old ____.”      
(grow, fail, develop, sins)

MEMORY VERSE (BSB): 2 Peter 1:8–9 BSB, “For if you possess these qualities 
and continue to ____ in them, they will keep you from being ineffective and 
unproductive in your knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. But whoever _____ 
these ______ is nearsighted to the point of blindness, having forgotten that 
he has been cleansed from his past ____.”  (grow, lacks, traits, sins)

FEEDBACK: Matt.Tubinis@HopeChurchMemphis.com

FURTHER STUDY
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