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On behalf of our pastors, officers and staff, welcome 
to Easter with Hope 2021!  

As we rejoice in the hopefulness of the “Garden” of 
today, let us remember the “Grave” of last year. The 
uncertainty, fear, grief and hopelessness that our world 
felt as a result of the Coronavirus pandemic touched 
us all in one way or another. But through it all hope 
persevered.

The power of hope is an amazing thing. And there is no 
hope greater than the hope we find in the Resurrection 
of Jesus. A power that is available to all this very day.

Whether you’re new to Hope Church, new to faith 
in Christ or just revisiting us, we are a comfortable, 
uplifting, sacred place of worship where every age and 
ethnicity can experience Jesus. If you are looking for a 
church to call “home,” know that you are welcome and 
wanted here. 

Rev. Rufus Smith, IV
Senior Pastor

1. The women _BELIEVED_.
1Early on Sunday morning, as the new day was dawning, Mary Magdalene and the other Mary went out to visit the tomb. 
2Suddenly there was a great earthquake! For an angel of the Lord came down from heaven, rolled aside the stone, and sat 
on it...5Then the angel spoke to the women. “Don’t be afraid!” he said. “I know you are looking for Jesus, who was crucified. 
6He isn’t here! He is risen from the dead, just as he said would happen. Come, see where his body was lying…” 8The women 
ran quickly from the tomb. They were very frightened but also filled with great joy, and they rushed to give the disciples 
the angel’s message. 9And as they went, Jesus met them and greeted them. And they ran to him, grasped his feet, and 
worshiped him… Matthew 28: 1-2, 5-6, 8-9 (New Living Translation)

2. The soldiers were _BRIBED_.
 12A meeting with the elders was called, and they decided to give the soldiers a large bribe. 13They told the soldiers, “You 
must say, ‘Jesus’ disciples came during the night while we were sleeping, and they stole his body.’ 14If the governor hears 
about it, we’ll stand up for you so you won’t get in trouble.” 15So the guards accepted the bribe and said what they were 
told to say. Their story spread widely among the Jews, and they still tell it today. 
 Matthew 28: 12-15 (New Living Translation)

3. The religious leaders said, _”BLAH, IT DOESN’T REALLY MATTER”_.
11As the women were on their way, some of the guards went into the city and told the leading priests what had happened. 
 Matthew 28: 11 (New Living Translation)
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