
  

Do you have an unresolved issue like Peter the Apostle?
On the 4th day after the Resurrection, Peter wondered if he was disqualified 
from Kingdom service because of his colossal failure. He was wrestling with 
his unresolved issue of why he DENIED KNOWING JESUS. Unresolved issues 
force us to make bad choices because we have not painstakingly identified the 
ROOT problem.
Later, Jesus appeared again to the disciples beside the Sea of Galilee. This is how it 
happened. Several of the disciples were there—Simon Peter, Thomas (nicknamed the Twin), 
Nathanael from Cana in Galilee, the sons of Zebedee, and two other disciples. Simon Peter 
said, “I’m going fishing.” “We’ll come, too,” they all said. So they went out in the boat, but 
they caught nothing all night. At dawn Jesus was standing on the beach, but the disciples 
couldn’t see who he was. He called out, “Fellows, have you caught any fish?” “No,” they 
replied. Then he said, “Throw out your net on the right-hand side of the boat, and you’ll get 
some!” So they did, and they couldn’t haul in the net because there were so many fish in it. 
Then the disciple Jesus loved said to Peter, “It’s the Lord!” When Simon Peter heard that it 
was the Lord, he put on his tunic (for he had stripped for work), jumped into the water, and 
headed to shore.  John 21:1-7 (NLT)

1. Unmistakable _FLASHBACKS_
     John 21:1-7 (NLT)
    • Flashback #1 — Luke 5:1-8 (NLT)
    • Flashback #2 — Luke 22:54-62 (TLB)

2. Unresolved _FAILURE_
     John 21:7-9 (NLT)
     (He felt a “sinful” man 3 1/2 years ago and felt the same 3 1/2 years later.)

3. Unqualified _FORGIVENESS_
     John 21:10-14 (NLT)
     (All of the disciples needed redemption for they ALL abandoned Jesus, even though He 

gave the permission to scatter.)

4. Unrestricted _FAVOR_
     John 21:15 (NLT)
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This week’s announcements…
INSIDE HOPE • We are excited to announce a new subscription only newsletter called 
Inside Hope, which will highlight people of Hope including members, attenders, staff 
and ministries. Inside Hope will be emailed or mailed based on your subscription 
choice. Visit My.HopePres.com and subscribe today.

ROAD TO MEMPHIS • April 23 at 7:00 pm the Hope Marriage & Family Ministry invites 
you to “Road to Memphis,” a FUN night at Shelby Farms Park featuring Gary Goin, 
Danny Cosby and more! Food trucks will be available, however, you are free to bring 
your own picnic. Don’t forget a chair or blanket! Tickets are $10 per person, plus fees, 
kids 12-and-under are free. Visit HopeChurchMemphis.com/Marriage to purchase your 
tickets today.

WOMEN’S GATHERING • Ladies, you’re invited to join us for our April Gathering on 
Monday, April 26 at 6:30 pm, or Wednesday, April 28 at 9:30 am, in the Sanctuary as 
we hear from Anne Floyd, L.M.F.T. & Professional Counselor at Hope on “Redefining 
Normal.” Hope’s own Amy Rodell-Turner will lead us in a time of worship. There’s 
no book, no registration, no homework or cost for our Women’s Gathering. Visit 
HopeChurchMemphis.com/Women for more information. 

HOPE CHURCH MEMPHIS PODCAST • We are excited to announce the launch of our 
podcast where you can now listen to weekend messages anytime, anywhere. Search 
for “Hope Church Memphis” wherever you stream your podcasts and subscribe today. 

GREEN CHAIR CONVERSATIONS • You’re invited to join Pastor Jessica every Thursday 
at 8:00 am for Green Chair Conversations featuring open, transparent and encouraging 
conversations with guests from a variety of backgrounds both in our community 
and beyond. GCC is available on Facebook, YouTube, HopeChurchMemphis.com and 
wherever you get your podcasts.

H4K@HOME • Our H4K@Home programming is THE PLACE for kids to connect, 
grow and learn more about faith through an encouraging, engaging and fun online 
program. H4K@Home streams new episodes every Sunday, at 9:00 am on Facebook, 
YouTube and HopeChurchMemphis.com/Media.

Today’s Worship Songs: Great Things | Christ is Enough | Build My Life | You Know My Name
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Please use this Study Guide for personal study or with a Small Group. If you are using 
the Sermon Study Guide on a regular basis, please share feedback with Matt.Tubinis@
HopeChurchMemphis.com.  

GET TO KNOW YOUR GROUP: Do you like to eat fish? If yes, what is your 
favorite kind to eat? If no, what was a fish that you’ve tried that you *almost* 
liked? 
INITIAL THOUGHTS: This weekend, Rev. Rufus Smith preached “Unresolved 
Issues” in part one of the series, The 4th Day. After hearing the sermon, what 
was your main takeaway?
THE BIG QUESTIONS THIS WEEK: Do you have any unresolved issues that 
are stagnating your faith? What unresolved issues was the Apostle Peter 
dealing with? What can we learn from Peter about overcoming these issues? 
What does Jesus think about your unresolved issues? 

SERMON BASED DISCUSSIONS

KEY PASSAGE AND CONTEXT: Pastor Rufus preached from John 21:1-15. 
Gary M. Burge notes, “John concentrates on the character of Peter, whose 
name threads through the entire chapter. Peter’s threefold denial of Christ 
(18:15-18,25-27) is matched by his threefold announcement of love (21:15-19). 
In addition, while the Beloved Disciple is the one who recognizes Jesus from 
the boat (21:7), Peter rushes to the shore in his zeal to see the Lord and is later 
invited to haul in the great catch of fish. This is Peter’s restoration. Jesus sees in 
this fallen disciple genuine potential for good and now not only demonstrates 
marked personal interest in him but predicts that Peter will follow Jesus even in 
a death that will ‘glorify God’ (21:19).” (source: The NIV Application Commentary on 
John by Gary M. Burge)

UNMISTAKABLE FLASHBACKS: Read John 21:1-7. Pastor Rufus shared two 
flashbacks that Peter was likely thinking about in this passage, (1) Luke 5:1-
8, and (2) Luke 22:54-62. How did these flashbacks lead (John and) Peter to 
recognize Jesus from afar? List the similarities and differences in the stories of 
John 21:1-7 and Luke 5:1-8. Share a time when you recognized the current work 
of God based on a past experience. How does God use personal “flashbacks” to 
shape our present circumstances? 
  FURTHER: How did the flashback of Peter’s denial in Luke 22:54-62 impact 

Peter’s reaction to the sight of Jesus in John 21:7?
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UNRESOLVED FAILURE: Read John 21:7-9. (1) Who recognized Jesus in v.7? (2) 
What is the significance and message of the (unbroken) “net full of fish” ‘in v.8? 
(3) What is the significance and message of the prepared charcoal fire in v.9? 
Share a time in your faith life that you look back on with regret–a time where 
you failed. How has Jesus redeemed that moment in your life?

UNQUALIFIED FORGIVENESS: Read John 21:10-14. (1) How does Jesus show 
forgiveness in this passage? (2) On what grounds does He forgive? Why did 
Jesus forgive you (and of what)? On what grounds did Jesus forgive you? 
  FURTHER: (1) What do you make of the disciples wondering “Who are 

you?” in v.12? (At what other points after the resurrection do they not 
recognize Jesus?) (2) Do you find any significance in the use of the word 
“third” in v.14? (What other uses of “third” or “three” are common in the 
Gospels?) 

UNRESTRICTED FAVOR: Read John 21:15 (and the commentary below). A 
little repetitive today, but necessary to reinforce the message: What did Peter 
do to earn Jesus’ favor? How did Peter respond to Jesus’ favor (if you don’t 
know the story, you might need to read through v.19)? How can we take 
these answers and apply them directly to our situations? 
  COMMENTARY: “Just as Jesus fed his disciples here (21:9-14), so Peter 

is to feed them after Jesus departs. This involves not so much physical 
nourishment as the bread of life (6:26-27). It is, however, noteworthy that 
Jesus invites Peter to feed others only after Peter has himself first eaten 
(21:15); just as Peter had to accept Jesus’ washing before he could serve 
the Lord (13:8-10), he had to eat his meal.” (source: The Gospel of John: A 
Commentary, Volume 2; Craig S. Keener)

Get Social with Hope!
@Hope4Memphis

WHEN ENGAGING OUR UNCHURCHED NEIGHBORS: What is the hope for 
unbelievers from this sermon? Do you feel better equipped to share your 
faith with an unchurched friend or family member? How might the biblical 
teachings of “failure” and “forgiveness” draw an unchurched neighbor to 
fellowship with Jesus Christ? 

MEMORY VERSE: John 21:15 ESV, “When they had finished breakfast, Jesus 
said to Simon Peter, ‘Simon, son of John, do you ____ me more than _____?’ 
He said to him, ‘Yes, Lord; you ____ that I love you.’ He said to him, ____ my 
lambs.’”     (love, these, know, Feed) 

FURTHER STUDY
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