
  

So, when they had come together, they began asking Him, saying, “Lord, is it at this time 
that You are restoring the kingdom to Israel?” But He said to them, “It is not for you to know 
periods of time or appointed times which the Father has set by His own authority; but you 
will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be My witnesses 
both in Jerusalem and in all Judea, and Samaria, and as far as the remotest part of the 
earth.” And after He had said these things, He was lifted up while they were watching, 
and a cloud took Him up, out of their sight. And as they were gazing intently into the 
sky while He was going, then behold, two men in white clothing stood beside them, and 
they said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking into the sky? This Jesus, who has been 
taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you have watched Him go 
into heaven.” Acts 1:6-11 (NASB)

The Ascension means at least three things for you:
     • Your gospel WORKS are being INSPECTED.

     •  In heaven, He is INTERCEDING for you. 

     • His 2nd is IMMINENT (guaranteed).

1)  In the descension, He WORKED. In Ascension, He’s WATCHING you work.
     Acts 1:6-8 (NASB)
In other words, get busy and go to work! Note the word “witnesses” in verse 8. It is a 
poor translation and is better rendered “martyrs.” He’s watching to see if we take risks and 
responsibility to spread His kingdom!

2)  In the descension, He INTERVENED. In Ascension, He’s INTERCEDING in 
Heaven.

     Romans 8:34 (ESV), Romans 8:34 (CJB), Hebrews 4:14-16 (ESV)

3)  Since He DESCENDED and ASCENDED, He will DESCEND again.
     Acts 1:11 (NASB), Revelation 1:7-8 (ESV)
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This week’s announcements…
START. GROW. LEAD. • Do you feel like it has been a while since you have really 

“grown” in your faith? Whether you need a refresher of the basics, want to be 
challenged by deeper theology, or are ready to use your gifts in a leadership role, 
START. GROW. LEAD. has a class for you. Classes meet for four weeks on Sundays or 
Wednesdays. Visit HopeChurchMemphis.com/SGL for more information.

THE WELL ON WEDNESDAYS • Beginning this Wednesday, May 5 at 6:30 pm, The Well 
returns with a series of new four-week classes to help you dive deeper into your faith 
and leadership development. No matter where you find yourself in life right now, The 
Well offers something for you. Hope 4 Kids and Hope Student Ministries has activities 
happening simultaneously. Registration is not required for classes or kids’/student 
activities. Visit HopeChurchMemphis.com/WOW for more information.

TREASURED VBS • Hope 4 Kids invites your 4-year olds-5th graders to Treasured VBS, 
July 19-23. Kids will discover God’s greatest treasure isn’t diamonds, gems, or gold – it’s 
them through memorable Bible-learning activities, catchy songs, teamwork-building 
games, yummy treats and experience a one-of-a-kind Bible Adventure! Plus, kids will 
learn to look for evidence of God all around them through something called “God 
Sightings.” Visit HopeChurchMemphis.com/Kids for kid and volunteer registration.

WEEKDAY PRESCHOOL • Our varied curriculum provides many different kinds of 
experiences for your child in order to promote physical, social, emotional, cognitive 
and spiritual development. We offer plenty of time for your child to try new things and 
learn at his or her own pace. Learn more about Weekday Preschool program online at 
HopeChurchMemphis.com/Preschool or call 901-844-HOPE.

GREEN CHAIR CONVERSATIONS • You’re invited to join Pastor Jessica every Thursday 
at 8:00 am for Green Chair Conversations featuring open, transparent and encouraging 
conversations with guests from a variety of backgrounds both in our community 
and beyond. GCC is available on Facebook, YouTube, HopeChurchMemphis.com and 
wherever you get your podcasts.

HOPE CHURCH MEMPHIS PODCAST • Listen to previous weekend messages 
anytime, anywhere. Search for “Hope Church Memphis” wherever you stream your 
podcasts and subscribe today. 

Today’s Worship Songs:
You’re Doing It All Again | There’s Nothing That Our God Can’t Do | King of My Heart | Waymaker

8500 Walnut Grove Road • Memphis, TN 38018 • HopeChurchMemphis.com • 901-755-7721

Hope's mission is to engage our un-churched neighbors 
of every age and ethnicity to experience Jesus.
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Please use this Study Guide for personal study or with a Small Group. If you are using 
the Sermon Study Guide on a regular basis, please share feedback with Matt.Tubinis@
HopeChurchMemphis.com.  

GET TO KNOW YOUR GROUP: Share a situation in your life that is completely 
out of your power and control—something that affects you regularly. After 
everyone has shared, pray confidently that God will intervene with His great 
power and in His perfect timing. 
INITIAL THOUGHTS: This weekend, Pastor Rufus Smith preached “Why Does 
the Ascension Matter to Me?” in part four of the series, The 4th Day. After 
hearing the sermon, what was your main takeaway?
THE BIG QUESTIONS THIS WEEK: Why does the ascension matter to me? 
What is the importance of the ascension of Christ in the Gospel message? 
Compare and contrast ascension power and resurrection power. 

SERMON BASED DISCUSSIONS
KEY PASSAGE AND CONTEXT: Pastor Rufus preached primarily from Acts 
1:6-11. In his commentary on the Book of Acts, Darrell Bock notes, “This scene 
reconstructs the eschatological (relating to death, judgment, and the final 
destiny of the soul and of humankind) priorities and calendar anticipated by 
the Jews and the disciples. It also sets forth a mission that supplies the outline 
for Acts and reflects the church’s fundamental call… The mission is defined 
in verse 8. They are to receive power in the Spirit of God. As a result, they can 
be witnesses to Jesus from Jerusalem to Judea and Samaria and finally to the 
end of the earth. Instead of worrying about when God will consummate the 
program, they are to take to the world the news of salvation.” (Commentary 
continued at the bottom of the Study Guide) 
  SOURCE: Acts (Baker Exegetical Commentary on the New Testament) by 

Darrell L. Bock

HE’S WATCHING US WORK: In the descension, Jesus WORKED—in the 
ascension, He’s WATCHING US WORK. Read Acts 1:6-8. What is our work (v.8)? 
What does Jesus think when He watches you work? What is the outcome of 
your work? Do you find your work to be effective in advancing the Kingdom of 
God on earth?   
 MEDITATE ON: “...you will be my witnesses…” (Acts 1:8) 

HE’S NOW INTERCEDING IN HEAVEN: In the dissension, Jesus INTERVENED 
on earth—in the ascension, He’s now INTERCEDING in heaven. Have you ever 
asked yourself, “What is Jesus doing right now?” Read Romans 8:34 and Hebrews 
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4:14-16. What does it mean that Jesus “intervened” on earth? What does it mean 
that He is now “interceding” for us in heaven? Share a time when you had a 
surprising outcome to a difficult situation that might have been the result of 
Jesus’ intercession. 
  INTERVENE:  to come between so as to prevent or alter a result or course  

of events 
 INTERCEDE: to intervene on behalf of another

HE WILL DESCEND AGAIN: Since Jesus DESCENDED—and He ASCENDED—
then He will DESCEND again. Read Acts 1:11 and Revelation 1:7-8. (1) What was 
Jesus’ mission when He first descended? (2) What was Jesus’ mission next when 
He ascended? (3) What will be His mission on His next descent? What is the big 
picture of all of these actions?

WHEN ENGAGING OUR UNCHURCHED NEIGHBORS: Christians are waiting 
for the return of Christ and the restoration of all things. What are unchurched 
people waiting for? How many Christian teachings would you have to explain 
to an unchurched neighbor before getting to the ascension of Jesus? What 
would you expect them to reply after hearing this teaching?

MEMORY VERSE: Acts 1:8 ESV, “But you will receive _____ when the Holy 
Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my _________ in Jerusalem and in 
all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the _____.”      
(power, witnesses, earth) 

BOCK COMMENTARY CONTINUED: “That the hope of return is associated 
with the clouds of heaven is something Paul reassures the Thessalonians 
about in 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 as he gives a word of comfort. Luke’s 
purpose here is similar. Jesus may not be visibly present, but the plan moves 
on and the new community has a task to perform until he returns. The point 
of the unit is really a command: do not look up and merely be idle, waiting for 
the return, but move out and share what God’s program in Jesus is all about.”

FURTHER STUDY
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