
Nothing like a crisis to show us what’s at the center of 
our lives! And today, we’re surrounded by crises!

Haggai prophesied to a people living in crisis. They 
had returned from exile, but the temple lay in ruins, 
their economy was falling apart, and they were 
surrounded by stronger nations who threatened their 
survival. Haggai calls the people to embrace five life-
changing actions in the midst of their crisis. 

1. In the midst of a crisis, God calls His people to    
    CHECK THEIR PRIORITIES. 

“Thus says the LORD of hosts: These people say the time 
has not yet come to rebuild the house of the LORD.” Then 
the word of the LORD came by the hand of Haggai the 
prophet, “Is it a time for you yourselves to dwell in your 
paneled houses, while this house lies in ruins?”
 Haggai 1:2-4 (English Standard Version)

2. In the midst of a crisis, God calls His people to SEEK    
    first His KINGDOM.

“Thus says the LORD of hosts: Consider your ways. Go up 
to the hills and bring wood and build the house, that I 
may take pleasure in it and that I may be glorified, says 
the LORD.” Haggai 1:7-8 (ESV)

3. In the midst of a crisis, God calls His people to   
    recognize their DEPENDENCE on him.

Who is left among you who saw this house in its former 
glory? How do you see it now? Is it not as nothing in your 
eyes? Yet now be strong, O Zerubbabel, declares the 
LORD. Be strong, O Joshua, son of Jehozadak, the high 
priest. Be strong, all you people of the land, declares the 
LORD. Work, for I am with you, declares the LORD of hosts, 
according to the covenant that I made with you when 
you came out of Egypt. My Spirit remains in your midst. 
Fear not. Haggai 2:3-5 (ESV)
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The LORD stirred up the spirit of Zerubbabel the son of 
Shealtiel, governor of Judah, and the spirit of Joshua the 
son of Jehozadak, the high priest, and the spirit of all the 
remnant of the people. And they came and worked on the 
house of the LORD of hosts, their God.
 Haggai 1:14 (ESV)

4. In the midst of a crisis, God calls His people to LOOK 
FOR and LONG FOR for His PRESENCE. 

“I am with you, declares the LORD.”  Haggai 1:13 (ESV)

“I am with you,” declares the LORD of Hosts.” 
 Haggai 2:4 (ESV)

“My Spirit remains in your midst.”  Haggai 2:5 (ESV)

5. In the midst of a crisis, God calls His people to LIVE
    in HOPE.

For thus says the LORD of hosts: Yet once more, in a little 
while, I will shake the heavens and the earth and the sea 
and the dry land. And I will shake all nations, so that the 
treasures of all nations shall come in, and I will fill this 
house with glory, says the LORD of hosts. The silver is 
mine, and the gold is mine, declares the LORD of hosts.The 
latter glory of this house shall be greater than the former, 
says the LORD of hosts. And in this place I will give peace, 
declares the LORD of hosts.’” Haggai 2:6-9 (ESV)

This weekend’s service is available on demand 
anytime at HopeChurchMemphis.com.

“HAGGAI”

THANK YOU FOR GIVING TODAY!
Because of your faithful and continued financial generosity, we are able to continue our efforts of sharing Hope 
everywhere through a variety of online platforms. Your giving is changing lives and writing stories of faith during 
these continued unprecedented times. Hope thanks you and encourages your continued and faithful financial 
support. Give today at HopeChurchMemphis.com/Give or text “HOPE4MEMPHIS”  to 77977.

Dr. Michael Rhodes is the Director of Community Transformation at the Memphis College of Urban and 
Theological Studies at Union University, and the co-author of “Practicing the King’s Economy: Honoring Jesus in 
How We Work, Earn, Spend, Save, and Give.” Michael is an EPC Pastor at Downtown Church, where his wife Rebecca 
serves as the Children’s Ministry Director. They have four children. 
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“HAGGAI”

NOTE: With many groups meeting on Zoom (or a similar platform), the flow of 
conversation can be tough. If it helps your groups, I’ve added a Z at the beginning of 
certain questions that I think will best summarize the sermon and create conversation for 
your group.

            GET TO KNOW YOUR GROUP: These days, each week of life presents 
a new challenge. This week, much of the country was fully engaged in the 
“Virtual School vs. In-Person School” debate. WITH LOVE, GRACE, KINDNESS, 
AND COMPASSION, share how these decisions have impacted your family or 
someone you know. If no one close to you was impacted, what were some of 
your observations (locally and nationally)?
          INITIAL THOUGHTS: This weekend, Dr. Michael Rhodes preached 
“Haggai” in part four of the series, Little Books. After hearing the sermon, what 
was your main takeaway? 
  NOTE: Dr. Rhodes provided several questions for the Study Guide this 

week. Thank you Dr. Rhodes!
CRISIS: a time of intense difficulty, trouble, or danger.
          THE BIG QUESTIONS THIS WEEK: Dr. Rhodes began the sermon with, 
“(There is) nothing like a crisis to show us what’s at the center of our lives! And 
today, we’re surrounded by crises.” What are some of the crises in your life? 
And, what has it exposed in you?
  FURTHER: What were some of the crises that the Israelites faced during 

the time of Haggai?

SERMON BASED DISCUSSIONS

Z

Z

PASSAGE CONTEXT:  Click HERE 
KEY PASSAGE:  Read the Book of Haggai—2 chapters, 38 verses, and 1,130 
words. Read the whole thing! Most Audio Bibles finish this Little Book within six 
minutes.  
 FURTHER: See RECOMMENDED RESOURCE below!
          CHECK YOUR PRIORITIES: Read Haggai 1:2-6. In the midst of a crisis, 
God calls his people to check their priorities (“Consider your ways (v.1:5b).”) . 
According to these five verses, what were the Israelites prioritizing? How are 
the present crises in your life revealing your priorities, and what would it look 
like to rearrange those priorities to seek first God’s kingdom?
          SEEK FIRST HIS KINGDOM: Read Haggai 1:7-8. In the midst of a crisis, 
God calls his people to seek first his kingdom. In 1:2-6, the Israelites were 
prioritizing their own houses. Essentially, they have prioritized themselves
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=juPvv_xcX-U


(their houses, their crops) but were not satisfied. What is God’s message to 
them? How does that same message apply to us?
          RECOGNIZE YOUR DEPENDENCE: This point is a central message 
from Haggai. Read Haggai 2:3-5 and 1:14. In the midst of a crisis, God calls his 
people to recognize their dependence on him. Upon looking at the Temple 
in its current (mid-construction) state, God says, “Did any of you who are here 
see how beautiful this temple used to be? How does it look to you now? It 
doesn’t look so good, does it (2:3 NIrV)?” But God is NOT dependent on the 
Israelites’ ability or resources. He tells them that when the time is right, He 
will step in, “‘I will fill this house with glory’, says the LORD of hosts. ‘The silver 
is mine, and the gold is mine,’ declares the LORD of hosts. ‘The latter glory of 
this house shall be greater than the former,’ says the LORD of hosts (2:7-9 ESV).” 
Where does this teaching overlap with your own life? How does this Godly-
provision encourage you?  
LOOK FOR AND LONG FOR HIS PRESENCE: Read Haggai 1:13, 2:4, and 2:5. In 
the midst of a crisis, God calls his people to look for and long for his presence. 
In these verses, God audibly communicates to the Israelites through Haggai. 
How does God get your attention in crisis situations?
LIVE IN HOPE: Read Haggai 2:6-9. In the midst of a crisis, God calls his people 
to live in hope. Summary question: What would it look like to recognize your 
dependence on God, long for his presence, and live in hope in your life today? 
What does hope mean to you?

Z

          WHEN ENGAGING OUR UNCHURCHED NEIGHBORS:  How can you 
use this season of widespread crisis and this sermon to share your faith in 
Christ with an unchurched neighbor?
MEMORY VERSE: Haggai 1:9b ESV, “Why? declares the LORD of hosts. Because 
of my _____ that lies in _____, while each of you ______ himself with his ___ 
house.”     (house, ruins, busies, own)
RECOMMENDED RESOURCE: For those of you who enjoy a good study 
session, click HERE! This link will take you to The Expositor’s Bible Commentary 
on the Book of Haggai.

FEEDBACK: Matt.Tubinis@HopeChurchMemphis.com

FURTHER STUDY
Z

Get Social with Hope!
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