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Sermon in a sentence: 
   Horses teach us meekness; TRUST the rider, who has the reigns of 

my destiny in His hands.
“Did you give the horse its strength? Did you put the mane on its neck? Did you 
make it able to jump like a locust or snort so loudly that it scares people? A horse 
is happy to be so strong. It scratches the ground with its foot and runs into battle. 
It laughs at fear; nothing makes it afraid! It does not run away from battle. The 
soldier’s quiver shakes on the horse’s side. The spear and weapons its rider carries 
shine in the sun. The horse gets very excited and races over the ground. When it 
hears the trumpet blow, it cannot stand still…It can smell the battle from far away 
and hear the shouts of commanders with all the other sounds of battle.”
 Job 39:19-25 (ERV)
What can horses teach us? 

 1. STRENGTH under control

 2.  An attitude of ACCEPTANCE with what God the Father is doing in me, to 
me and through me–without FIGHTING

 3. The middle part of ANGER

 4. Being strong enough to be WEAK ENOUGH to let God handle it

 5. TRUST the rider who has the reigns of my DESTINY in His hands.

Scripture References:      (ERV) Easy-to-Read Version



This week’s announcements…

Today’s Worship Songs: Raise A Hallelujah | Holy Spirit Come | Breathe | Made A Way
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Hope's mission is to engage our unchurched neighbors 
of every age and ethnicity to experience Jesus.

MONTHLY FINANCIAL UPDATE (JULY 2022-AUGUST 2022) • Tithes and offerings: 
$1,776,692. Operating expenses: $2,098,850 including mortgage loan payments. Our 
remaining loan balance is $1,207,317, and will be paid in full December 2024. Hope 
appreciates and encourages your continued financial support during this time. Go 
to HopeChurchMemphis.com or the Hope app to give, or mail your offering to the 
Church. Our online average views per weekend have been 1,638. These views are 
actual views and do not account for multiple people in a household watching at the 
same time. In person COVID attendance was 3,096 for the month, including H4K and 
HSM. 
FAITH, FAMILY & FOOTBALL NIGHT • Friday, October 7, at 6:30 pm, join the Hope 
Church congregation for a night of faith, fellowship, and football with the Memphis 
Tigers. All Hope members who purchase their ticket through Hope will be able to 
participate in a post-game group photo on the field! Visit HopeChurchMemphis.com/
Events for more information or scan the QR code on posters and cards throughout the 
building to purchase your ticket through Hope.
THE MARKET AT HOPE • The Market at Hope is this week! This is a fun, relaxed, two-
day event meant to encourage fellowship and a fun time at Hope. Come shop on 
Wednesday, September 28 from 4:00 pm-8:00 pm with live music, and on Thursday, 
September 29 from 10:00 am-5:00 pm with food trucks added. Strollers and 
wheelchairs are welcome, and indoor dining is available on both days. Entrance fee is 
$5.00 (cash or check). 
BASKETBALL ACADEMY • Our Sports and Recreation Ministry is happy to announce 
that Hope’s 14-week Winter Basketball Academy registration is open! Deadline to 
register is October 17. Teams begin meeting the week of November 5, and games 
begin the week of December 3. Visit HopeChurchMemphis.com/Sports-Academy for 
registration details.
GO & DO SERVE SATURDAYS • October 1, 2022 will be our first “mini” Go & Do called 
Serve Saturday. All church worship hours will remain the same. There are opportunities 
to serve different projects across the city as a church family. We will have Serve 
Saturdays on a quarterly basis leading up to our annual Go & Do weekend each July! 
Sign up for projects at HopeChurchMemphis.com/Go-Do. Save the dates for upcoming 
Serve Saturdays on January 14 and March 25.
MACKY & FRIENDS FALL FEST • Hope’s Ministry for Kids and Adults with Special 
Needs, will be hosting their annual Fall Fest on Saturday, October 15, from 11:00 am-
2:00 pm and needs your candy donations. Please bring bags of individually-wrapped 
candy and drop them in the designated carts located inside Entrances 1 & 3 before 
October 8.



OPENING THOUGHT: Does anyone remember anything that was said 
during the sermon this week? (then) What do you think was the main 
point from the sermon? 

VERSES OF THE WEEK: Job 39:19a,22a NIrV, “Job, do you give horses 
their strength?…They laugh at fear. They are not afraid of anything.” 

Q1 (geared toward younger kids): Do you like horses? Have you 
ever ridden a horse? (then) What can horses teach us about God and 
ourselves? 

Q2 (geared toward older kids and young adults): What is your 
favorite horse in a movie? (then) What are some of the different uses 
for horses? (then) What is the difference between “weakness” and 

“meekness”? What does this have to do with a horse? 
  LEADER: In Christianity, “meekness” is considered to be a humble 

strength under control. Jesus was described this way in Matthew 
11:29.

Q3 (geared toward adults): Do you have a hard time trusting other 
drivers while you are riding in a car? (then) Do you have a hard time 
trusting God to lead your life? 

BIG POINT: Horses teach us meekness: TRUST the rider, who has the 
reigns of my destiny in His hands.

Take 

One

 September 24 & 25, 2022

FEEDBACK:  Matt.Tubinis@HopeChurchMemphis.com 

/HOPECHURCHMEMPHIS

Table Time: PICK ONE NIGHT OF THE WEEK to become Table Time 
in your household! Experience the transformation of your family 
and your home by having weekly faith conversations around your 
dinner table on your schedule. Below are some conversation-starting 
questions based on this week’s sermon.

What can HORSES teach us about growing 
in our Christian strength? 

If you are using Table Time regularly, please register at tinyurl.com/
TableTime2022 (or my.hopepres.com). For more information on Table 
Time, go to HopeChurchMemphis.com/TableTime. 

/HOPECHURCHMEMPHIS@HOPE4MEMPHIS
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STUDY GUIDE DISCUSSIONS

FEEDBACK: Matt.Tubinis@HopeChurchMemphis.com

KEY PASSAGE AND COMMENTARY: This weekend, Pastor Rufus Smith 
preached “Five Truths Horses Teach Us About Spiritual Life” in part six 
of the series Kingdom Instincts. His primary teaching passage was Job 
39:19-25. Job chapters 38-42 are God’s reply to Job’s complaint and 
contain the vast grandness of God’s creation, intention, and power. 
STRENGTH UNDER CONTROL: Read Matthew 11:29 and Matthew 5:5. A 
biblical word for humble strength under control is “meekness.” Meekness 
should not be confused with weakness. How does non-church culture 
define strength? How should Christian culture define strength? 
AN ATTITUDE OF ACCEPTANCE WITH WHAT GOD THE FATHER IS 
DOING TO ME AND THROUGH ME—WITHOUT FIGHTING: Read Luke 
6:46 and John 14:15. What do both of these verses speak to? Just as a 
growing child argues with a parent, so do we argue with God Our Father. 
Have you ever tried to fight with God about a particular issue? What was 
the fight about, and what was the outcome? 
BEING STRONG ENOUGH TO BE WEAK ENOUGH TO LET GOD 
HANDLE IT: Read 2 Corinthians 12:10 and 2 Corinthians 13:4. In many 
ways, Jesus set an example for us and went ahead of us to do the things 
that we too will do. How did Jesus “become weak”? From a Christian 
vantage point, what does it mean to be strong enough to become 
weak? How does our weakness show God’s strength? 
  FURTHER: Philippians 2:5-8 ESV, “Have this mind among yourselves, 

which is yours in Christ Jesus, who, though he was in the form of 
God, did not count equality with God a thing to be grasped, but 
emptied himself, by taking the form of a servant, being born in 
the likeness of men. And being found in human form, he humbled 
himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on 
a cross.”

TRUSTING THE RIDER WHO HAS THE REIGNS OF MY DESTINY IN  
HIS HANDS: Read Matthew 6:34, James 4:13-16, and Jeremiah 29:11. 
What is something you are hoping for in your future? Do you fully trust 
God with this hope? 
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