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If you have any encouragement from being united with Christ, if any comfort from His love, 
if any common sharing in the Spirit, if any tenderness and compassion, then make my joy 
complete by being like-minded, having the same love, being one in spirit and of one mind. 
Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit. Rather, in humility value others above 
yourselves, not looking to your own interests but each of you to the interests of the others.
 Philippians 2:1-4 (NIV)

• Ambition is POWERFUL.

•  Selfless ambition has the power to CHANGE THE WORLD one person at a 
time.

Then the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain where Jesus had told them to go. 
When they saw him, they worshiped him; but some doubted. Then Jesus came to them and 
said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Therefore, go and make 
disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the 
Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely, I am 
with you always, to the very end of the age.” Matthew 28:16-20 (NIV)

THREE APPLICATIONS FROM TODAY:
1. Think SMALL. 

2. ACTION requires UNDERSTANDING.

3. Commit LONG TERM.
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This week’s announcements…
FINANCIAL UPDATE (JULY-SEPTEMBER 2020) Tithes and offerings: $3,024,914. 
Operating expenses: $2,899,520, including mortgage loan payments. Our remaining 
loan balance: $2,122,647. This loan will be paid in full December 2024, or earlier. 
Because of COVID-19, programmatic expenses remain low. September online average 
unique views: 2,684 per weekend since services went online only. These views are 
actual views and do not account for multiple people in a household watching at the 
same time. September in-person COVID attendance: 1,321. Online donations can be 
made at HopeChurchMemphis.com/Give or by texting “HOPE4MEMPHIS” to 77977. 
Giving boxes are located inside each exit from the Sanctuary. Hope appreciates & 
encourages your continued financial support. 

WEEKEND WORSHIP RSVP • Please remember, registration is required each week
for Hope 4 Kids, Hope Student Ministry and the weekend worship service you plan
to attend. Registration opens every Monday morning at 8:00 am, online at
HopeChurchMemphis.com/WelcomeHome, or by phone (901-755-7721).

THE WELL ON WEDNESDAYS • The Well, Hope’s Wednesday night program, is for 
those who want to dig deeper in their Christian studies, grow in their faith or take their 
leadership skills to the next level. The Well continues this Wednesday night, October 28, 
with class options available both in person and online. Learn more and register for a 
class today at HopeChurchMemphis.com/WOW. 

FAMILY MOVIE NIGHT • Hope 4 Kids invites you to a Family Movie Night this Friday, 
October 30, with the showing of SCOOB! Doors open with cartoons showing at 
6:00 pm. The movie will begin at 6:30 pm in the Sanctuary. Kids are encouraged 
to wear their non-scary costumes. Trunk-or-Treat with free goodie bags will 
take place following the movie. Registration is required and available online at 
HopeChurchMemphis.com/Kids. Due to current restrictions, food and drinks will not be 
sold and outside food and drinks are not allowed. 

HOPE SHOPPE • The Hope Shoppe is open for in-person shopping as well as curbside 
delivery every Tuesday, from 10:00 am-6:00 pm, and Thursday, from 10:00 am-3:00 
pm. We have added a few health and safety protocols to keep our guests and workers 
safe while serving you. Learn more about entry requirements and how to place your 
curbside delivery order now at HopeChurchMemphis.com/Hope-Shoppe.
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Today’s Worship Songs: Great Things | Reckless Love | Trust In You | Do It Again

Hope's mission is to engage our un-churched neighbors 
of every age and ethnicity to experience Jesus.



NOTE: With many groups meeting on Zoom (or a similar platform), the flow of 
conversation can be tough. If it helps your groups, I’ve added a Z at the beginning of 
certain questions that I think will best summarize the sermon and create conversation for 
your group.

             GET TO KNOW YOUR GROUP: Do you like to fight (argue, debate, or 
bicker) just for fun? 

          INITIAL THOUGHTS: This weekend, Pastor Freddie Albaugh preached “A 
Common Ambition” in part three of the series, Common Ground. After hearing 
the sermon, what was your main takeaway?

          THE BIG QUESTIONS THIS WEEK: How can selfLESS ambition help us 
find common ground? How can selfISH ambition prevent us from finding 
common ground?

SERMON BASED DISCUSSIONS

Z

Z

KEY PASSAGE: Philippians 2:1-4. Read this passage and then answer the 
following questions, (1) What does Paul say will make his joy complete? (2) How 
should we consider others? (3) What does it mean to “look...to the interest of 
others?” 
CONTEXT: (Source: Know Your Bible by Paul Kent—Philippians) “With sixteen 
references to ‘joy’ and ‘rejoicing,’ Philippians is one of the apostle Paul’s most 
upbeat letters—even though he wrote the book in ‘bonds’ (1:13). Paul thanks 
the church at Philippi for its support (1:5) and encourages its people to ‘rejoice 
in the Lord always; and again I say, Rejoice’ (4:4).” 
          AMBITION IS POWERFUL: There are two types of ambion, (1) SelfISH 
ambition and (2) SelfLESS ambition. Pastor Freddie taught, “Selfish ambition asks, 
‘What can I take FROM you?’ How can I use you to lift myself higher? Selfless 
ambition asks, ‘What can I do FOR you? How can I lift you up?’” Let’s start with 
selfISH ambition. Share a time when you worked with someone who was 
clearly focused on their own status, promotion, and personal gain. How did this 
ambition hurt others? In their selfishness, what were they trying to achieve? 
  FURTHER: Sometimes selfLESS ambition can turn into selfISH ambition. 

Share a time when you had selfLESS intentions but were tempted with 
selfISH results. Remember, “...be watchful. Your adversary the devil prowls 
around like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour. Resist him, firm in 
your faith…(1 Peter 5:8-9a).”

SELFLESS AMBITION: HAS THE POWER TO CHANGE THE WORLD ONE PERSON 
AT A TIME. Read Matthew 28:16-20. How does God utilize selfless ambition in 
the making of disciples? What must happen in order for a person to become 
truly selfless?
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THINK SMALL: Read Luke 15:3-7. In this passage, Jesus is teaching the Scribes 
and Pharisees that having a big impact can start with a small but faithful 
focus. How does Jesus communicate “Think Small” to this group? What is a 
practical example of “Thinking Small” in your life?

         ACTION REQUIRES UNDERSTANDING: Share a time when a well-mean-
ing person misunderstood a situation and did more harm than good. What is 
the best way to gain understanding in a situation? At what point do you have 
enough information to begin your action?
COMMIT LONG-TERM: What are the benefits of long-term commitment? 
What are the challenges of long-term commitment? 
  FURTHER: What problematic issues could be caused by short-term  

commitment? 
          WHAT IS YOUR LAUNDROMAT?: Pastor Freddie closed with the story 
of a Colorado Pastor, Chad Graham, and a local laundromat in his community. 
Pastor Chad identified a need in the community and decided his congrega-
tion could connect there—so inspiring, and yet, so simple. Pastor Freddie’s 
question to all of us was, “What is YOUR ‘laundromat’?”  
  FURTHER: It is very tempting to think too big with these kinds of things. 

You might think, “There are too many problems in the world. My tiny 
impact won’t matter.” Remember, “God (has) prepared (good works) be-
forehand, that we should walk in them (Ephesians 2:10).” There is probably 
something very obvious right in front of you, but it takes faith and courage 
to accept the call.

Get Social with Hope!
@Hope4Memphis

          WHEN ENGAGING OUR UNCHURCHED NEIGHBORS: Our unchurched 
neighbors are all around us—from laundromats, to grocery stores, even 
sitting right next to us at work. Many unchurched people are aware of 
religion, but unsure how it would be a net gain to their lives. How can small 
but committed acts of faithfulness communicate your believing faith to an 
unbelieving friend or family member (or even a stranger)?   

MEMORY VERSE:  Philippians 4:3-4, “Do nothing from _______ ________ 
or conceit, but in ________ count others more significant than yourselves. 
Let each of you look not only to his ___ interests, but also to the interests of 
______.”     (selfish, ambition, humility, own, others)

FEEDBACK: Matt.Tubinis@HopeChurchMemphis.com

FURTHER STUDY
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