
Scripture Reference: (NLT) New Living Translation

November 20 & 21, 2021
“Are You More Like Him or Her?”
Rev. Rufus Smith | Senior Pastor

That is, are you more like the religious Pharisee named Simon, or the irreligious 
unnamed woman? Sadly, many Jesus followers have a ‘pharisaic’ or overly moralistic 
attitude toward non-Jesus followers. What do you really think in your heart about non-
Jesus followers? 
One of the Pharisees asked Jesus to have dinner with him, so Jesus went to his home and 
sat down to eat. When a certain immoral woman from that city heard he was eating 
there, she brought a beautiful alabaster jar filled with expensive perfume. Then she knelt 
behind him at his feet, weeping. Her tears fell on his feet, and she wiped them off with her 
hair. Then she kept kissing his feet and putting perfume on them. When the Pharisee who 
had invited him saw this, he said to himself, “If this man were a prophet, he would know 
what kind of woman is touching him. She’s a sinner!” Then Jesus answered his thoughts. 
“Simon,” he said to the Pharisee, “I have something to say to you.” “Go ahead, Teacher,” 
Simon replied. Then Jesus told him this story: “A man loaned money to two people—500 
pieces of silver to one and 50 pieces to the other. But neither of them could repay him, so he 
kindly forgave them both, canceling their debts. Who do you suppose loved him more after 
that?” Simon answered, “I suppose the one for whom he canceled the larger debt.” “That’s 
right,” Jesus said…“I tell you, her sins—and they are many—have been forgiven, so she has 
shown me much love. But a person who is forgiven little shows only little love.” Then Jesus 
said to the woman, “Your sins are forgiven…”  And Jesus said to the woman, “Your faith has 
saved you; go in peace.” Luke 7:36-43,47-48,50 (NLT)

1. Simon was more ISOLATED than involved.
One of the Pharisees asked Jesus to have dinner with him, so Jesus went to his home and 
sat down to eat. Luke 7:36 (NLT)
     a) We are both SAINTS and sinners.
     b) Jesus was both countercultural and INTERCULTURAL.

2. Simon was more civil than COMPASSIONATE.
When the Pharisee who had invited him saw this, he said to himself, “If this man were a 
prophet, he would know what kind of woman is touching him. She’s a sinner!” Then Jesus 
answered his thoughts. “Simon,” he said to the Pharisee, “I have something to say to you.”
 Luke 7:39-40 (NLT)

3. Simon FORGOT how much he needed forgiveness.
      Luke 7:41-50 (NLT)

•  Jesus does not CONDONE this woman’s sin in verse 47. But, He forgives her 
and cautions her to change.
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HOPE FOR THE HOLIDAYS • As a generous church that believes in Acts 20:35, “It is 
more blessed to give than to receive,” we have the incredible opportunity to impact 
more than 26,000 people both locally and globally through our annual Hope for the 
Holidays campaign. If everyone gave a cash gift of $30, over and above your regular 
offering, we would exceed our goal of $200,000. We know some can give more, while 
others will have to give less. We’re believing God will use our gifts to make a world of 
difference. Visit HopeChurchMemphis.com/Hope4Holidays to give and learn more.
WOMEN’S CHRISTMAS EVENT • We’re excited to welcome Nicole Unice with worship 
by Michael O’Brien for our Women’s Christmas Event on Thursday, December 9, at 
7:15 pm in the Sanctuary. Program tickets are $10 (plus fees) and can be purchased 
online at HopeChurchMemphis.com/Women.
ENCORE! CELEBRATION DINNER • Join us on Friday, December 3, at 6:00 pm for 
an evening of fun, music, fellowship and an elegant catered dinner as we look back 
on Encore’s significant accomplishments during the challenges of the pandemic. 
Pastor Eli is our guest speaker with music from Susan Holloway. Plus, don’t miss 
the inaugural presentation of the Bob Peterson Leadership Award. Register online at 
HopeChurchMemphis.com/Encore.
THE BIBLE IN A YEAR • Come join us on Sunday mornings, at 8:00 am in the Chapel, 
or virtually via Zoom, as we read and study the Bible in a year. Each Sunday, we’ll hear 
from four different teachers who will give us summaries and life applications on the 
readings of the week. We will use the M’Cheyne Bible Plan for our study and you’re 
welcome to join us anytime.
HOPE IS WHERE YOU ARE • Subscribe to the Hope Church Memphis YouTube 
Channel for all things Hope media, including: previous weekend worship services, 
pastor messages, Green Chair Conversations, H4K@Home and some of our favorite
worship songs.
SAYING GRACE • Our Sunday morning cafe, Saying Grace, located outside the Hope 
Shoppe, is open Sundays from 9:00-11:30 am with many delicious breakfast treats 
including sausage biscuits, cinnamon streusel coffee cake, scones, lemon, cinnamon 
swirl, marble iced and confetti sliced cakes, and banana bread. Stop by before service 
and grab a snack to go with your coffee.

This week’s announcements…

Today’s Worship Songs: Glorious Day | Holy Spirit Come | Thank You Jesus For The Blood | Do It Again
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Hope's mission is to engage our un-churched neighbors 
of every age and ethnicity to experience Jesus.
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STUDY GUIDE DISCUSSIONS

KEY PASSAGE AND COMMENTARY: On Luke 7:36-50, David E. Garland 
(ZECNT) comments, “Jesus eats with sinners, but he also eats with Pharisees 
(Luke 11:37; 14:1). God is not for one brand of sinners over others, but for all 
sinners. (later) The implication is that Simon too is a sinner in the town, but his 
sins are more socially respectable: the sins of pride, arrogance, hard-heartedness, 
insensitivity, and a judgemental spirit—things that religious people rarely 
identify as sin.”   

ARE YOU MORE LIKE HIM OR HER?: Luke 7:36-50 compares and contrasts two 
types of sinners (cf. 7:41a). Pastor Rufus opened with these questions, (1) ...are 
you more like the religious Pharisee named Simon, or the irreligious unnamed 
woman? (2) What do you really think in your heart about non-Jesus-followers? 
Which character in the story do you most identify with and why?

SIMON WAS ISOLATED MORE THAN INVOLVED: Read Luke 7:36. Pastor Rufus 
noted that the word “Pharisee” means “separatist” and juxtaposed several ideas 
with this point, (1) Christians as isolated and Christians as involved, (2) Christians 
as saints and Christians as sinners, (3) Jesus as countercultural and Jesus as 
intercultural. Take a moment to discuss how these contradicting pairs can 
both be true. Why is it tempting for Christians to isolate themselves from “sinful 
society”? 

SIMON WAS MORE CIVIL THAN COMPASSIONATE: Read Luke 7:39-40. Simon, 
a Pharisee, knew the law. It was easy for him to identify the woman as a sinner. 
What does it mean that Simon was civil? How do you think Simon lost his 
compassion? (then) Under what circumstances do you find yourself to be more 
civil than compassionate (and vice versa)?  

SIMON FORGOT HOW MUCH HE NEEDED FORGIVENESS: Read Luke 7:41-
50. John Newton famously said, “I am a great sinner, and Christ is a great savior.” 
In this passage, how does Jesus remind Simon that he (Simon) is also a sinner? 
What is the main point that Jesus is making to Simon? (then) Find a trusted 
Christian friend and share something you’ve been holding onto where you feel 
a great need for God’s forgiveness. 

FEEDBACK: Matt.Tubinis@HopeChurchMemphis.com

S E R M O N  S T U D Y  G U I D E
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FEEDBACK:  
Matt.Tubinis@HopeChurchMemphis.com  
or text (901) 674-4133
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Table Time: Weekly faith conversations around your dinner table on 
your schedule. If you are using Table Time regularly, PLEASE REGISTERPLEASE REGISTER at 
tinyurl.com/TableTime2021 (or my.hopepres.com). For more information 
on Table Time, go to hopechurchmemphis.com/TableTime. Registered 
families will receive weekly updates and other surprises throughout the year. 
Registered families will also receive a weekly email with additional discussion 
questions and a Leader Guide. 
OPENING THOUGHT: Does anyone remember anything that was said during 
the sermon this week? (then) What do you think was the main point of the 
sermon? 
VERSE OF THE WEEK: Luke 7:47 CEV, “So I tell you that all her sins are forgiven, 
and that is why she has shown great love. But anyone who has been forgiven 
for only a little will show only a little love.” 
Q1 (geared toward younger kids): What is sin? What makes someone a 
sinner?
Q2 (geared toward older kids and young adults): Do you think of yourself 
as “mostly good” or “mostly bad”? Why? 
Q3 (geared toward parents and grandparents): In this passage, Jesus 
teaches Simon the Pharisee something he had forgotten about himself—
though he is a “rule-following” Pharisee, he is still a sinner. What is something 
you know about yourself as an adult that you didn’t realize when you were a 
kid? How did God teach you that truth?
BIG POINT: Simon the Pharisee and the unnamed sinful “woman of the city” 
were both sinners but did not understand God’s forgiveness in the same way. 
Jesus showed the power to forgive sins.
FAITH IN ACTION: Don’t try to present yourself as a “perfectly put-together 
unshakable self-righteous rule-follower” this week but as an honest sinner 
who has a great need for God’s love and forgiveness. 
RECIPE OF THE WEEK—OLIVE GARDEN COPYCAT CHICKEN AND 
GNOCCHI SOUP: I will include the link to this recipe in the weekly email 
(please register at tinyurl.com/TableTime2021).

Take 
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