
No matter how eventful (or uneventful) your wedding day was – big or small, elaborate or simple 
– the real show is now!  When we first married, did any of us know what that really meant? 

Because whatever else a wedding is, it’s nothing like a marriage. Marriage is our circus, with all 
the sights and sounds and smells, the treats and the perils, and the hectic pace. For better or 

worse. But that’s the beauty of it. Over the course of our lives, that’s what creates the wonder of 
it all. All these elements may seem odd and out of place in the moment, but when you look back 

you can see how they all meshed together to form one amazing show – the greatest show! 

Marriage is a three-ring circus with a few sideshows thrown in… 
but do you know what those three rings are? 

As you take in the show, remember to keep your attention on each other and not so much on 
your phones and devices.  With one exception: Take a video or picture of your favorite part of the 

show and share it with @HopeMarriageAndFamily using the #HopeDateNight hashtag.

LADIES & GENTLEMEN!
STEP RIGHT UP! HAVE WE GOT A SHOW FOR YOU!

You’ve bought your ticket and it’s time for the main event…Marriage! 



Ever watch the trapeze artists? They fly through the air doing flips and tricks, and they make it look so 
easy.  But in order for them to perform well, they have to trust that their partner will catch them before 
they fall. They have faith…
Over dinner, talk about how your spouse keeps you from falling. In what areas do you have the 
most faith in your spouse?
With trapeze artists, timing is top priority. It’s important to make time for each other so your spouse 
knows they are a priority! What are some of your favorite ways to spend time with each other?  What are 
some new things you’d like to try together? Share these answers with each other. If you’re going to fly 
in the big show, better have a safety net! Safety nets protect us from serious damage when things get 
a little…off.  What are some safety nets in your life that help keep your marriage on track? 
Talk about your safety nets with each other.
God loves marriage, which means He loves your marriage. He’s rooting for you!  Better than a ringmaster 
orchestrating the events, He loves to be involved in every act.  

Each of you pick two ways you can help each other in your faith:

Our hearts are like a circus clown car…even when you think it’s full, you can squeeze in a 
little more. And like a car, love drives faith and hope. Talk about a recent time when your 
spouse went above and beyond for you.
You may like them, or you may find them terrifying, but clowns are always working hard to 
make you laugh. What are some things your spouse does that make you laugh? Do you share 
any inside jokes?  
Sometimes living the circus life may leave you feeling like you’re working for peanuts. 
It’s important to appreciate those we love for the way they love us. In what ways does your 
spouse make you feel appreciated for the things you do? Tell them right now those ways that 
stand out to you.

The Grand Finale! It’s been a great night at the circus. Hopefully the two of you enjoyed yourselves and 
found some time and space to connect. But don’t bother writing us a thank you note for this night at the 
circus. Instead, this week write your spouse a love letter in under 50 words. Before you call it a night, look at 
your schedules together and put your next date on the calendar. Plan to exchange your love letters then!

• Bible reading    • Pray together
• Small group involvement  • Do service work together
• Attend church together  • Go on a mission trip
• Take the Introducing Hope Class • Have a weekly devotional 
• Volunteer at Hope   • Invite someone to church
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And now, head inside, lock the doors and move this circus from under the big top… 
to under the sheets!
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Have you ever watched jugglers? It’s crazy how much they have to handle at one time! They’re keeping 
so much in the air, it’s a wonder they don’t drop everything. Ever feel like that? Like you’ve got so much 
going on that all you can think about is getting through today, hoping you don’t drop it all?  
But what about hoping for something else? Take a breather together and share your top three 
bucket-list vacations.   
Sometimes jugglers use a variety of objects. All the different weights and shapes can be so unbalanced!  
What’s one thing your spouse can do to help balance your responsibilities this week? Talk to each other 
about this week’s responsibilities and each of you commit and promise one way you can help the other 
balance their responsibilities.
The best juggling shows aren’t individual. They’re a team. Recall your dating days…When did you first 
see hope for a future with your spouse, and why? Talk about that first hopeful time with each other 
and share your individual experiences.
It wouldn’t be a circus without a sweet treat! Order a dessert that represents what you want your marriage 
to look like in 10 years and talk about it with each other!
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